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■ Downtown Elk River 

hosted trick-or-treaters 

on Oct. 30. – 2B

■ Zimmerman football 

won its first game of the 

year. – 24
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Public notices are published 

in the Star News, beginning 

on page 20.

by Steve Karnowski    

and Amy  Forliti

Associated Press

The election has set the 

stage for more partisan 

gridlock at the Minnesota 

Capitol, with Republicans 

appearing likely Wednes-

day to hang onto their 

slim majority in the Sen-

ate and Democrats poised 

to keep a diminished ma-

jority in the House.

With little change in the 

balance of power, Dem-

ocrats and Republicans 

are likely to continue to 

struggle to find common 

ground on major issues. 

The two sides were un-

able over the past two 

years to agree on a public 

works package known as 

a bonding bill until a spe-

cial session last month. 

And they’ve bitterly split 

over whether to continue 

to allow Democratic Gov. 

Tim Walz to deal with the 

coronavirus pandemic via 

executive orders, with few 

checks and balances from 

the Legislature.

Two Minnesota congres-

sional races were still too 

close to call Wednesday. 

U.S. Reps. Jim Hagedorn, 

a Republican, and Angie 

Craig, a Democrat, held 

narrow leads over chal-

lengers Dan Feehan and 

Tyler Kistner. Both Hage-

dorn and Craig claimed 

victory, but their oppo-

nents did not immediately 

concede. Absentee ballots 

postmarked by Election 

Day will be counted as 

long as they arrive by 

next Tuesday, meaning 

some races might not be 

settled until then.

The votes trickled in 

after a good night for 

Democrats in statewide 

races. Joe Biden won 

Minnesota’s 10 electoral 

votes and Tina Smith was 

reelected to the U.S. Sen-

ate. Both victories came 

on the strength of heavy 

Democratic turnout in 

Hennepin and Ramsey 

Counties, which include 

Minneapolis and St. Paul. 

But that didn’t translate 

into many Democratic 

gains elsewhere across 

Minnesota. In the big-

gest GOP victory, former 

lieutenant governor and 

former state senator Mi-

chelle Fischbach unseat-

ed Democratic Rep. Collin 

Peterson, who has repre-

sented western Minneso-

ta for 30 years.

Peterson, who chairs the 

Election sets stage for more 

gridlock at Minnesota Capitol
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The walk bridge over Highway 169 in Elk River, a frequent destination for supporters and peaceful 

protesters, offered a glimpse on Nov. 3 of how the local vote in the presidential election would turn out. 

Much of the bridge was lined with President Donald Trump supporters who were getting honks.

A lone individual brought his Joe Biden and Kamala Harris for president and vice president sign to show 

his support for former Vice President Joe Biden. While Trump was the winner locally, Biden carried and 

state and the 10 Electoral College votes that Minnesota became a battleground state over during cam-

paign season. Votes were still being counted across the country to determine a winner as the Star News 

went to press.

Record turnout decides elections 

Sherburne County 

received more than 

21,000 absentee 

ballots to count

by Jim Boyle

Editor
The Sherburne Coun-

ty Auditor’s Office has 

processed a record num-

ber of ballots, including 

more than  21,000 ab-

sentee ballots that kept 

election officials super 

busy even in the days 

after the Nov. 3 vote.

The county sent out 

a press release short-

ly before noon on Nov. 

4 updating the press 

about the progress of 

the count. They reported 

election staff were still 

tabulating absentee bal-

lots that were received 

during the past week. 

Any unofficial election 

results that were post-

ed were not considered 

complete, the release 

said. 
“Unfortunately, the 

Secretary of State’s 

Election Results website 

does not make it clear 

that 100% of precincts 

reporting can also mean 

that these precincts 

are only reporting par-

tial results,” Sherburne 

County Auditor-Trea-

surer Diane Arnold said.

In most elections, such 

tabulation of unofficial 

results continues past 

election night. This year, 

however, poses addition-

al challenges, given the 

large number of persons 

electing to vote absen-

tee.
Voter turnout is be-

lieved to have topped 

90% in Sherburne 

County, but the num-

ber of new registrants 

Voting to page 10

Photo by Jim Boyle

Voting at Prairie Center attracted the longest line 

locally when polls opened at 7 a.m. on Nov. 3. It 

snaked around the front of the building, along the 

side and deep into Prairie Park. Once that group was 

able to move through the polling location, voting 

traffic remained steady throughout the day but lines 

were minimal.

Otsego 
mayor fends 

off challenge
By Jim Boyle

Editor
Otsego Mayor Jessica 

Stockamp has fended off 

a surprise campaign by 

one of her fellow council 

members and a newcomer 

who also made a run for 

the position.
Tina Goede, who 

knocked off veteran coun-

cil member 

Vern Heid-

ner to win 

election to 

the council 

two years 

ago, filed 

for the posi-

tion halfway 

through her first term on 

the council. She finished 

in second place. Jacob 

Denman, a newcomer to 

nonpartisan Otsego poli-

tics finished in third.

With 3 of 3 precincts re-

porting, it looked like re-

sults were final but they 

were not. 

Absentee ballots col-

lected on election day 

are still being tabulated 

with those numbers slat-

ed to added into the mix 

on the Minnesota Secre-

tary of State’s website on 

Nov. 5. The results won’t 

be official until they are 

canvassed by the City of 

Otsego on Nov. 12.

Stockamp got 59% of the 

vote with the initial data 

dumps. She collected 5,835 

votes, while Goede got 

27% of the vote with 2,691 

votes. Denman got 1,238 

votes which was nearly 

13% of the vote for mayor.

The council race was 

too close to call, but it ap-

peared on election night 

that Brittany Moores and 

Jeffrey Dahl were going 

to knock off incumbents 

Corey Tanner, who was 

running a close third, and 

Otsego races to 9

Capitol to page 15

Stockamp
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The Star News is proud to be your local news leader. 
Each week we bring you unparalleled coverage of 
the news and events that matter to you and your 
neighbors.  

Our award winning journalists cover your city council 
and other local government, school board & school 

news, high school sports, community calendar 
listings, community festivals and events, community 
interest stories and so much more.  

Thank you for supporting your community and your 
hometown newspaper.   

LOCAL COVERAGE


