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By Jordan Gerard
Editor, � e Caledonia Argus

A season of giving and kindness 
is in the air and students at Cale-
donia High School have started 
early by raising funds and donating 
items to people in need. 

� e Interact Rotary service club 
hosted a drive-thru ra�  e last week 
and raised $850. � at amount is 
part of a bigger total – $6,371.64 
– that was raised collectively by 
six other schools who also have 
Interact Rotary service clubs. Other 
schools include Onalaska, Holmen, 
West Salem, Aquinas, Central and 
Logan high schools located in the 
La Crosse, Wisconsin area. 

Along with money raised, Cale-
donia also collected 65 sweatshirts, 
which will be given to a homeless 
shelter in La Crosse. 

“It is important to help and 
volunteer for missions like this 
because at this time of the year, the 
homeless need people the most,” 
the group told the Argus. “� ey 
appreciate our help and care. It 
gives them hope.”

� is is the � rst time Caledonia 
has partnered with the La Crosse 
area schools for the mission. 

� e $850 raised by the Caledo-
nia Interact Rotary service club – 
whose members include Lydia Jen-
nings, Rose Buttell, Autumn Mein-
ers, Lillian Doyle, Sasha Mclees, 
Olivia Foster and Grace Meyer – 
will bene� t the Semcac Food Shelf 
in Caledonia. 

� e group isn’t stopping with 
just one fundraising e� ort either. 
Now they’re collecting hand warm-

ers and gloves, which can be 
dropped o�  at the high school or 
at Families First Counseling, 101 S. 
Kingston St. 

� ey’re also planning to do a 
blanket project in the future and 

plan to prepare and deliver a hot 
meal to the shelter in La Crosse on 
Jan. 17. � e blanket project requires 
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This soft maple tree that resides on Gerry Dix’s property just out-
side of Hokah is perhaps the second largest in Minnesota. The tree 
is aged and marked to be removed soon. 

Standing tall over Highway 44

By Jordan Gerard
Editor, � e Caledonia Argus

While the nation watched the 
votes roll in for the presidential 
race and continued to be on edge 
for a few days a� er Nov. 3, Houston 
County � nished its reporting half 
an hour later on Nov. 4. 

� e uno�  cial report was gener-
ated at 12:30 a.m., quite a bit later 
than previous years. County Audi-
tor-Treasurer Donna Trehus said 
election night went “tremendously 
well.” � ey encountered no issues 
with reporting results or counting 
ballots.

She added they allowed the 

“write-in tapes to print,” which 
took a while and that was the hold 
up in uploading results.  

Houston County voters cast 
11,488 votes out of its 12,415 reg-
istered voters, making for a 92.53% 
voter turnout. 

On a broader scale, Houston 
County went red in the presidential 
election, with 6,332 votes cast for 
Donald Trump and 4,851 votes for 
Joe Biden. Biden won Minnesota’s 
electoral votes in the race. 

� e county was also red for U.S. 
Senator candidate Jason Lewis, 
with 5,774 votes, but Democrat 
Tina Smith won that seat for the 
state. 

More regionally, Republican 
incumbent Jim Hagedorn won 
Houston County with 5,429 votes, 
just 311 votes above Democratic 
challenger Dan Feehan. Hagedo-
rn won re-election in Minnesota’s 
Congressional District 1.

Speaking more locally, State 
Sen. Jeremy Miller (R-Winona) 
kept his seat with 6,730 votes over 
Sarah Kruger’s 4,483 votes earned 
in Houston County. At one point 
in the race, they were four votes 
apart, but Miller eventually pulled 
ahead with Houston and Fillmore 
counties. Collectively, Miller tallied 
24,354 votes to Kruger’s 17,913. 

In the state representative race, 
incumbent Greg Davids (R-Pres-
ton) renewed his spot as represen-
tative for District 28B with 6,762 
votes in Houston County, over Jor-
dan Fontenello’s 4,362 votes. 

Now speci� cally speaking about 
Houston County, Dewey Severson 
won the District 1 commissioner 
race over Scott Yeiter, while Robert 
Burns and Greg Myhre ran unop-

Houston County has successful 2020 general election

ELECTION RESULTS
Continued on page 8

Submitted

Students in social studies class-
es at Caledonia High School 
learned about the registration 
and voting process last week 
through a mock election. Lau-
rent Stigeler is pictured here.

Future voters

Submitted
This student group helped raise money and collected sweatshirts 
for the food shelf in Caledonia and a homeless shelter in La Crosse, 
Wisconsin. Pictured in the front row left to right is Lydia Jennings 
and Rose Buttell. Front row left to right is: Lillian Doyle, Sasha 
Mclees, Olivia Foster, and Grace Meyer. Not picture is Autumn 
Meiners.

By Craig Moorhead
� e Caledonia Argus

For one Caledonia 
family, the word “hero” 
has a special, personal 
meaning. Eighteen-
year old Auston Weber 
has now saved sisters 
Skylar (6) and Alexis 
(14) from possible seri-
ous injury or death. 

Auston’s proud par-
ents (Jennifer and Josh) 
don’t have any doubts 
on the matter. � eir son 
is a hero.

When Skylar was 
three, she slipped on 
some loose gravel on a 
trail at Minneopa State 
Park in Mankato, slid 
underneath a fence 
where (at the time) 
there was a slight wash-
out, and nearly plunged 
into the water below. 
� e path is located 
above the lower falls 
at the park, which is 
said to drop 39 feet o�  
a sheer cli� . Auston sprang into 
action. “He thought fast and caught 
her by the wrist,” Jennifer recalled. 
“If he hadn’t she would have fallen 
o�  the drop and been badly injured, 
or could have died.”

Much more recently (in October 
of 2020), Auston “Was talking to 
his other sister, Alexis in her room 
when she suddenly started having 
a grand mal seizure,” Jennifer said. 
“She had never had one before and 
it was extremely scary, but he acted 
fast, put her on her side and called 
911. Even though he was terri� ed 

he never let it show... I don’t know 
if I would have remembered to do 
that. I panicked, but he didn’t.”

Auston joined the Minnesota 
National Guard at the tender age of 
17, and has now been a member for 
about a year and a half. � e experi-
ence has given him added focus in 
� nding his calling – one that he’s 
already proven himself at  – helping 
people in need.

� e young man said he joined 
the military: “Mostly just because 
I like helping people, and I � g-
ured that was a good way to start. 
� at’s kind of what I’d like to base 

my career on. Trying to 
help others.”

He’s now an infan-
tryman, and looks for-
ward to college.

“I got back from 
training too late to 
start college, so right 
now I’m just work-
ing full time,” Auston 
reported. ”But I want 
to go to college for law 
enforcement, start-
ing next year, and take 
some EMT (emergency 
medical technician) 
training.”

When asked if guard 
training helps young 
soldiers learn how to 
assist in an emergency, 
he answered with a sin-
gle “Yep.”

Auston also said that 
he enjoys the lessons 
that National Guard 
training a� ords. “I am 
an infantryman,” he 
noted. “It’s more kind 
of the front line combat 
training. Basic training. 

� en there is more constant train-
ing, doing up to date training with 
the job that you choose. And there 
are additional schools that you can 
go to. Like airborne, air assault, 
Rangers, Special Forces…

“I really enjoy it. I � nd it fun 
to go do training. You kind of get 
to do stu�  that most people don’t 
really get to do… I � nd that just 
an amazing experience. Mostly 
like just shooting di� erent types of 

Local hero joins Minnesota National Guard

Submitted

Auston Weber is credited with saving both his sisters’ 
lives. He is now a member of the Minnesota National 
Guard.

WEBER
Continued on page 6

Student group helps out homeless, 
raises funds with area group

INTERACT GROUP
Continued on page 6

In the midst of a pandemic, 
if there’s one thing people can 
count on, it’s others doing good. 

A student food drive by 
ninth-graders Josh Beardmore, 
Hunter Goetzinger, Connor 
Buttell, and Landen Frauenk-
ron aims to collect non-per-
ishable food items and donate 
them to the Semcac Food Shelf 
in Caledonia.� e goal is col-
lecting about 200 food items. 

“It’s important to donate to 
our local food shelf in order to 
hlep the people who are less for-
tunate and can’t a� ord it them-
selves,” they told the Argus. 

Items can be brought to the 
o�  ce at Caledonia High School 
from Nov. 16-20, from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Alternatively, students 
can bring food to their W.I.N. 
(What I Need) teacher for col-
lection. 

On Nov. 20, the team of four 
will bring the food items to the 
shelf. 

Students 
hosting food 

drive next 
week
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By Jordan Gerard
Editor, � e Caledonia Argus

A season of giving and kindness 
is in the air and students at Cale-
donia High School have started 
early by raising funds and donating 
items to people in need. 

� e Interact Rotary service club 
hosted a drive-thru ra�  e last week 
and raised $850. � at amount is 
part of a bigger total – $6,371.64 
– that was raised collectively by 
six other schools who also have 
Interact Rotary service clubs. Other 
schools include Onalaska, Holmen, 
West Salem, Aquinas, Central and 
Logan high schools located in the 
La Crosse, Wisconsin area. 

Along with money raised, Cale-
donia also collected 65 sweatshirts, 
which will be given to a homeless 
shelter in La Crosse. 

“It is important to help and 
volunteer for missions like this 
because at this time of the year, the 
homeless need people the most,” 
the group told the Argus. “� ey 
appreciate our help and care. It 
gives them hope.”

� is is the � rst time Caledonia 
has partnered with the La Crosse 
area schools for the mission. 

� e $850 raised by the Caledo-
nia Interact Rotary service club – 
whose members include Lydia Jen-
nings, Rose Buttell, Autumn Mein-
ers, Lillian Doyle, Sasha Mclees, 
Olivia Foster and Grace Meyer – 
will bene� t the Semcac Food Shelf 
in Caledonia. 

� e group isn’t stopping with 
just one fundraising e� ort either. 
Now they’re collecting hand warm-

ers and gloves, which can be 
dropped o�  at the high school or 
at Families First Counseling, 101 S. 
Kingston St. 

� ey’re also planning to do a 
blanket project in the future and 

plan to prepare and deliver a hot 
meal to the shelter in La Crosse on 
Jan. 17. � e blanket project requires 
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This soft maple tree that resides on Gerry Dix’s property just out-
side of Hokah is perhaps the second largest in Minnesota. The tree 
is aged and marked to be removed soon. 

Standing tall over Highway 44

By Jordan Gerard
Editor, � e Caledonia Argus

While the nation watched the 
votes roll in for the presidential 
race and continued to be on edge 
for a few days a� er Nov. 3, Houston 
County � nished its reporting half 
an hour later on Nov. 4. 

� e uno�  cial report was gener-
ated at 12:30 a.m., quite a bit later 
than previous years. County Audi-
tor-Treasurer Donna Trehus said 
election night went “tremendously 
well.” � ey encountered no issues 
with reporting results or counting 
ballots.

She added they allowed the 

“write-in tapes to print,” which 
took a while and that was the hold 
up in uploading results.  

Houston County voters cast 
11,488 votes out of its 12,415 reg-
istered voters, making for a 92.53% 
voter turnout. 

On a broader scale, Houston 
County went red in the presidential 
election, with 6,332 votes cast for 
Donald Trump and 4,851 votes for 
Joe Biden. Biden won Minnesota’s 
electoral votes in the race. 

� e county was also red for U.S. 
Senator candidate Jason Lewis, 
with 5,774 votes, but Democrat 
Tina Smith won that seat for the 
state. 

More regionally, Republican 
incumbent Jim Hagedorn won 
Houston County with 5,429 votes, 
just 311 votes above Democratic 
challenger Dan Feehan. Hagedo-
rn won re-election in Minnesota’s 
Congressional District 1.

Speaking more locally, State 
Sen. Jeremy Miller (R-Winona) 
kept his seat with 6,730 votes over 
Sarah Kruger’s 4,483 votes earned 
in Houston County. At one point 
in the race, they were four votes 
apart, but Miller eventually pulled 
ahead with Houston and Fillmore 
counties. Collectively, Miller tallied 
24,354 votes to Kruger’s 17,913. 

In the state representative race, 
incumbent Greg Davids (R-Pres-
ton) renewed his spot as represen-
tative for District 28B with 6,762 
votes in Houston County, over Jor-
dan Fontenello’s 4,362 votes. 

Now speci� cally speaking about 
Houston County, Dewey Severson 
won the District 1 commissioner 
race over Scott Yeiter, while Robert 
Burns and Greg Myhre ran unop-

Houston County has successful 2020 general election
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Submitted

Students in social studies class-
es at Caledonia High School 
learned about the registration 
and voting process last week 
through a mock election. Lau-
rent Stigeler is pictured here.

Future voters

Submitted
This student group helped raise money and collected sweatshirts 
for the food shelf in Caledonia and a homeless shelter in La Crosse, 
Wisconsin. Pictured in the front row left to right is Lydia Jennings 
and Rose Buttell. Front row left to right is: Lillian Doyle, Sasha 
Mclees, Olivia Foster, and Grace Meyer. Not picture is Autumn 
Meiners.

By Craig Moorhead
� e Caledonia Argus

For one Caledonia 
family, the word “hero” 
has a special, personal 
meaning. Eighteen-
year old Auston Weber 
has now saved sisters 
Skylar (6) and Alexis 
(14) from possible seri-
ous injury or death. 

Auston’s proud par-
ents (Jennifer and Josh) 
don’t have any doubts 
on the matter. � eir son 
is a hero.

When Skylar was 
three, she slipped on 
some loose gravel on a 
trail at Minneopa State 
Park in Mankato, slid 
underneath a fence 
where (at the time) 
there was a slight wash-
out, and nearly plunged 
into the water below. 
� e path is located 
above the lower falls 
at the park, which is 
said to drop 39 feet o�  
a sheer cli� . Auston sprang into 
action. “He thought fast and caught 
her by the wrist,” Jennifer recalled. 
“If he hadn’t she would have fallen 
o�  the drop and been badly injured, 
or could have died.”

Much more recently (in October 
of 2020), Auston “Was talking to 
his other sister, Alexis in her room 
when she suddenly started having 
a grand mal seizure,” Jennifer said. 
“She had never had one before and 
it was extremely scary, but he acted 
fast, put her on her side and called 
911. Even though he was terri� ed 

he never let it show... I don’t know 
if I would have remembered to do 
that. I panicked, but he didn’t.”

Auston joined the Minnesota 
National Guard at the tender age of 
17, and has now been a member for 
about a year and a half. � e experi-
ence has given him added focus in 
� nding his calling – one that he’s 
already proven himself at  – helping 
people in need.

� e young man said he joined 
the military: “Mostly just because 
I like helping people, and I � g-
ured that was a good way to start. 
� at’s kind of what I’d like to base 

my career on. Trying to 
help others.”

He’s now an infan-
tryman, and looks for-
ward to college.

“I got back from 
training too late to 
start college, so right 
now I’m just work-
ing full time,” Auston 
reported. ”But I want 
to go to college for law 
enforcement, start-
ing next year, and take 
some EMT (emergency 
medical technician) 
training.”

When asked if guard 
training helps young 
soldiers learn how to 
assist in an emergency, 
he answered with a sin-
gle “Yep.”

Auston also said that 
he enjoys the lessons 
that National Guard 
training a� ords. “I am 
an infantryman,” he 
noted. “It’s more kind 
of the front line combat 
training. Basic training. 

� en there is more constant train-
ing, doing up to date training with 
the job that you choose. And there 
are additional schools that you can 
go to. Like airborne, air assault, 
Rangers, Special Forces…

“I really enjoy it. I � nd it fun 
to go do training. You kind of get 
to do stu�  that most people don’t 
really get to do… I � nd that just 
an amazing experience. Mostly 
like just shooting di� erent types of 

Local hero joins Minnesota National Guard

Submitted

Auston Weber is credited with saving both his sisters’ 
lives. He is now a member of the Minnesota National 
Guard.
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In the midst of a pandemic, 
if there’s one thing people can 
count on, it’s others doing good. 

A student food drive by 
ninth-graders Josh Beardmore, 
Hunter Goetzinger, Connor 
Buttell, and Landen Frauenk-
ron aims to collect non-per-
ishable food items and donate 
them to the Semcac Food Shelf 
in Caledonia.� e goal is col-
lecting about 200 food items. 

“It’s important to donate to 
our local food shelf in order to 
hlep the people who are less for-
tunate and can’t a� ord it them-
selves,” they told the Argus. 

Items can be brought to the 
o�  ce at Caledonia High School 
from Nov. 16-20, from 8 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Alternatively, students 
can bring food to their W.I.N. 
(What I Need) teacher for col-
lection. 

On Nov. 20, the team of four 
will bring the food items to the 
shelf. 

Students 
hosting food 

drive next 
week
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process with the ability to tell your 
customers exactly what you want

2. The Argus reaches your local audience, 
who seek convenience and supporting 

their local economy

3. Find new customers who have moved 
into the area

4. Thank your loyal customers who rely on 
your business

5. Protect your turf from your competitors

6. Absent marketing is your competitors’ 
advantage

7. Keep your business out there, even in 
the off-season

8. Newspaper marketing is tried and true, 
plus our ads stick to their spots

9. Argus ads are easier to fi nd and easily 
seen by customers

10. When people subscribe to this paper, 
they place a higher value on its contents

“Stopping advertising to 
save money is like stopping 
your watch to save time”


